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INTRODUCTION.

THE small “Book of Houses” which I published in 1890 soon went out of print, 
from which it seems reasonable to suppose that it was in some degree useful to house 
builders, professional and amateur. .Instead of publishing a new edition of that 
volume, I have for the present work made a selection of country houses planned during the 

last ten years.
The first book was illustrated entirely by photographs, and it was originally intended 

to follow the same plan in this ; but the difficulties and vexations attendant upon getting 
adequate view’s of scattered buildings compelled me to fall back upon drawings for most of 
the subjects. These have, however, all been carefully made from the details, and the materials 
of which the houses are built .have been purposely emphasized, in some cases perhaps a little 
to the detriment of the drawings.

There has been no desire to produce a book of “ specimens,” nor are the houses put 
forward as “examples ” to be copied ; they are merely given for what they are worth as the 
fruit of some experience, and in the hope that they may perhaps be suggestive.

Beyond a few commonly accepted laws as to the position of doors, windows and fireplaces, 
which are treated of at length in works devoted to the subject, there are of course no rules 
or formulae for house building ; but there are nevertheless a few general principles which are 
of universal application. Structural soundness, convenience of arrangement, air and sunlight 
in plenty are essentials, and when these have been fairly met the house is well on the way.

The planning is without doubt the most important thing in the designing of a house. 
“To be happy at home is the ultimate result of all ambition.” No one can be quite happy 
in an ill-planned house any more than in ill-fitting clothes, and although the “cut’’and 
“ style ” are much, they count for nothing in a garment which pinches and annoys the wearer 
in a hundred ways. The most commonplace little wants in a house must be considered, and 
the planner must not have such a soaring soul that he is unable to bring himself to consider 
them. But although house building is very much a practical art, the practical requirements 
may be met gracefully and pleasantly ; there is scope for dignity, humour, and even romance.

The house planner must, however, recognize his limitations ; building is only plastic to 
a certain point, and we are much compelled by the natural use of materials; our choice is 
not restricted now as it was when transport was difficult and costly, but this is not an 
unmixed advantage, for while it widens our range it destroys “local colour”; and the 
exigencies of the materials ready to hand, together with the ingenuity displayed in fitting 
them to their needs, developed many varieties in our housebuilding. It would be affectation 



to insist nowadays on the use of local materials only, but it is, I think, legitimate to take 
the district into consideration. Materials foreign to the countryside are often imported for 
no better reason than that the architect has a habit of design, and an inelastic mind.

We must, too, get rid of the idea that we can compel materials to assume any shape we 
like, in defiance of their idiosyncrasies. Our housebuilding ought to develop naturally. In 
the animal world abnormal variations are considered as apart from the general scheme of 
progress, and are popularly called “ freaks,” and the conscious breaking away from normal 
lines of development so conspicuous in much of the building of the last few years, especially 
on the continent, may perhaps be not unkindly called “ Freak architecture.”

A natural architecture is a rational healthy builder’s art expressing itself soberly through 
the medium of masonry and carpentry. This “New Art” was no doubt originally the 
outcome of a genuine if somewhat perfervid enthusiasm, and of a desire to shake off all 
unnecessary restrictions, but it has mistaken liberty for licence, has abandoned all reserve, 
and threatens to retard, if not to destroy, the growth of a sane and reasonable architecture.

4, Raymond Buildings,
Gray’s Inn, London.

May, 1903.



DESCRIPTIVE NOTES ON THE PLATES.
House No. I., Plates i, 2, 3, is built in a suburban district in West Kent. The road 

is sixty or seventy feet from the entrance front, and the view on that side has no special 
interest. The plot of land is about an acre and a half in extent, and the frontage being narrow 
the whole of the garden is at the back of the house. The plan has therefore been arranged 
with the two chief sitting-rooms looking this way. Externally the building is red and white, 
the walls from the first floor are hung with red handmade tiles and the roof is covered with 
the same material.

House No. II., Plates 4, 5, 6, with some slight difference in detail, was built some ten 
or twelve miles from Birmingham. The materials are red handmade bricks and tiles, stone, 
and rough cast for the bays. The house stands about 200 feet back from the road ; the 
garden is on the west and south. The inner hall has been treated as a sitting-room.

House No. HI., Plates 7, 8, 9, is in North Hampshire and is built with red bricks and 
tiles. Where external shutters are used sash windows are provided, so that they may be 
open when the shutters are closed. The little bands, etc., of “ ornament” are made of red 
and gray bricks and tiles.

The garden is south and west, kitchen garden east. The hall is planned to be used in 
connection with the drawing-room and is cut off from the entrance passage by an oak screen.

House No. IV., Plates 10, 11, 12, was planned for a site in the New Forest. Externally 
the walls are “ rough cast ” and the roofs are covered with red handmade tiles. The shutters 
are green. The hall in this case is in the form of a wide corridor with a bay opposite the 
fireplace. The view is to the south, and the principal rooms are consequently placed on 
that side.

House No. V., Plates 13, 14, 15, is built in the same neighbourhood as No. I., and of 
similar materials. The aspect is north and south and the garden is on the south and west. 
The verandah in front of the dining-room bay is roofed with glass tiles of the same size and 
thickness as the ordinary roofing tiles.

House No. VI., Plates 16, 17, 18, is built in Yorkshire on the borders of a moor. The 
walls are local stone and the roofs are covered with stone slabs. The hall is arranged as a 
sitting-room and is cut off from the entrance hall by an oak screen. The staircase is of oak 
inlaid with ebony. The ground slopes to the south to a stream and the garden is on the 
south and west.



House No. VII., Plates 19, 20, 21, was built in Cambridgeshire. Red tiles and bricks 
are used outside, and the gables of entrance front are boarded with oak weather-boards. 
The garden is on the south and east.

House No. VIII., Plates 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, is in Berkshire. It is built of red brick 
with red tile roof, stone windows, a wooden cornice and cast lead gutters to the bays.

The staircase is of dull polished mahogany inlaid with ebony and boxwood. The garden 
is south and west. The principal rooms are grouped round a large hall, which is shut off 
from the entrance and staircase by a glazed screen.

House No. IX., Plates 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. This house is in West Kent, and as the 
plans show is partly old. It is built of red handmade bricks and tiles; the ground floor 
windows are mostly of stone and the upper floors of wood. There is a wooden cornice 
running all round. The forecourt and the terrace walls are of brick and stone. The painted 
decoration of the drawing-room was the work of William Morris. The undulating ground 
made the terrace and walls necessary.

House No X., Plates 33, 34, 35, 36, is in Surrey and is built of red brick and tiles and 
Portland stone. The upper part of the staircase bay on garden front is covered with cast 
lead enriched; the enrichment painted and gilded. The hall and corridor have arched 
plaster ceilings.

House No. XL, Plates 37, 38, 39, is built in the Channel Islands on the site of an old 
house. The walls are all rough cast, with green shutters and trellis verandah; the cornice is 
of wood painted white, as are also the sashes and frames. The porch is of local gray granite 
with half-dome and enriched gutter of cast lead. The hall panelling and staircase arc of oak. 
The library is panelled with oak and the drawing-room with deal, and both rooms have 
enriched plaster ceilings.

The view is to the south and the garden is south and east.

House No. XII., Plates 40, 41, 42, was planned for a site in Kent. The ground is 
lower on the entrance side. The steps have as far as possible been arranged inside the house. 
The garden is on the south-east and south-west. The hall is used also as a garden entrance, 
but the fireplace is arranged so as to be out of the draught. The materials are red brick and 
tiles. The cornice running round the building is of wood painted white. The bays on the 
entrance front are covered with cast lead.

House No. XIII., Plates 43, 44, 45, is built in Hampshire between Basingstoke and 
Newbury in a clearing in a young wood. The walls are rough cast and the roofs red tiles. 
The hall is planned to be used in connection with the dining-room and drawing-room. The 
garden entrance is placed opposite the front entrance to keep the fireplace free from draught. 
The staircase is of oak.

House No. XIV., Plates 46, 47, 48, was planned for a site in Surrey. The walls are of 
red brick, the roof of red tiles, and the cornice running round the whole building is of 
wood painted white. The solid part of the bay windows above the ground floor is cast lead 
with modelled centre panels.



House No. XV., Plates 49, 50, 51, is built in the same neighbourhood as Nos. I. and 
V. The materials are red brick and red tile hanging and roof. The garden is on the south. 
The morning-room and drawing-room can be used together. The folding-doors shut back 
into the morning-room and form a panelled side.

House No. XVL, Plates 52, 53, 54, is built in the same district as Houses I., V. and 
XV. The walls are of red brick to the first floor level and are hung with red handmade 
tiles above this point; the roof is also covered with similar tiles. The porch is of brick and 
Portland stone. The dining-room bay has sash windows to accommodate the sun shutters. 
The ground is lower on the entrance front than it is on the garden side.

House No. XVII., Plates 55, 56, 57, is also in Kent. The walls are rough cast and 
the roof red tiles. The garden is on the south-east side.

House No. XVIII., Plates 58, 59, is a doctor’s house on the roadside in a Bucking
hamshire village. The materials are red bricks and tiles.

House No. XIX., Plates 60, 61, 62, is in West Kent. The walls are of red brick and 
the roof of red tiles. The cornice running round the principal block is of wood painted 
white. The ground on the entrance side is low, and the plan is arranged so that the steps 
should be inside the house. By adopting the L shape a great deal of excavation was avoided.





Plate I.

HOUSE No. I. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate II.

HOUSE No. I. GARDEN FRONT.



Plate 3.

HOUSE PLANS.



Plate 4.

HOUSE NO ||.-ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 5.

HOUSE NO. II.—GARDEN FRONT.



Pla^e 6.

BEDROOM PLAN.

HOUSE M. PLAAS.



Plate 7.
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HOUSE NO- III.—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 8.
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HOUSE NO- III.—GARDEN FRONT.



Plevte 9.

HOUSE AW. PLANS.



Plate 10.
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HOUSE NO. IV.—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 11.

HOUSE NO. IV.—GARDEN FRONT.



Pla^e 12.

HOUSE W PLAAS.



Plate XIII.

HOUSE No. V. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate XIV.

HOUSE No. V. GARDEN FRONT.



Plate 0.

BEDROOM PLATS.

GROOT PLATS.

HOUSE W PLANS.



Plate 16.

J. Akerman,I'hoto-lith London.

HOUSE NO- VI.—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 17.
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HOUSE NO. VI.-GARDEN FRONT.



Plate 15.

HOUSE W PLANS.
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Plate 19.

HOUSE No. VII.—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 20.

HOUSE No. VIL—GARDEN FRONT.
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PWe 21.

BEDROOM PLAN.
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Plate XXII.

HOUSE No. VIII. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate XXIII.

HOUSE No VIII. GARDEN FRONT.



Plate XXIV.

HOUSE No. VIII.
BAY. ENTRANCE BAY.



Plate XXV.

HOUSE No. VIII. STAIRCASE.



Plzvie 26.

GROUND PLAN.
HOUSE jWHL
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BEDROOM PLAM.
HOUSE WI.



Plate XXVIII.

HOUSE No. IX. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 29.
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HOUSE No. IX.—GARDEN FRONT.



Plate XXX.

HOUSE No. IX. THE DRAWING ROOM.



Plate 31.
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HOUSE NO. 1X.-THE STAIRCASE.



Plate 32.

BEDROOM PLAA.

HOUSE 7WL PLANS.



Plate XXXIII.

HOUSE No. X. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate XXXIV.

HOUSE No. X. GARDEN FRONT.



Plevte 35.

HOUSE



Plate 36.

HOUSE A»-X.



Plate 37.
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HOUSE NO. XL—GENERAL VIEW.



Plate XXXVill.

HOUSE No. XI. THE HALL.



Plate 39.
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Plate XL.

HOUSE No XII. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate XLI.

HOUSE No. XII. GARDEN FRONT.



Plante 42.

GROUND PLAN.

HOUSE .MXI PLA^S.



Plate 43.
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HOUSE NO. XIII.—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 44.
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HOUSE NO. XIII.—GARDEN FRONT.



Plate 45.

HOUSE PLAZSS.



Plate 46.
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HOUSE NO. XIV—GENERAL VIEW.
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Plate XLIX.

HOUSE No. XV. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate L.

HOUSE No. XV. GARDEN FRONT.



Pla-ie 51.

HOUSE PLANS.



Plate 52.
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HOUSE NO. XVL—ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate 53.

HOUSE NO. XVI.-GARDEN FRONT.
J Akerman,Photolith London



Pla^e 54.

BEDPOCM PLAN.

HOUSE PLANS.



Plate 55.
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HOUSE NO XVII.-ENTRANCE FRONT.



HOUSE NO- XVII.—GARDEN FRONT.



Pla4e 5T.

HOUSE Ae-XW. PLAZSS.



Plate 58.
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HOUSE NO. XVIII.—GENERAL VIEW.



Plate 59.
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Plate LX.

HOUSE No. XIX. ENTRANCE FRONT.



Plate LXI.

HOUSE No XIX. GARDEN FRONT.
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THE DECORATION OF HOUSES. An Historical Study of House 

Decoration during the Renaissance Period. By Edith Wharton and Ogden Codman, 
Architect. _ 204 pages of text, with 56 full-page Photographic Plates of Views of Rooms, Doors, 
Ceilings, Fireplaces, pieces of Furniture, etc. Large square 8vo, cloth gilt. Price 12X Gd. net.

ENGLISH INTERIOR WOODWORK OF THE XVI., XVII. AND 
XVIII. CENTURIES. A Series of 50 Plates (size 17 in. x 13 in.) of Drawings to scale and 
Sketches, chiefly of Domestic Work, illustrating a fine series of examples of Chimney Pieces, 
Panelling, Sides of Rooms, Staircases, Doors, Screens, etc., etc., with full practical details and 
introduction and descriptive text. By Henry Tanner, Jun., A.R.I.B.A., Joint Author of 
" Some Architectural Works of Inigo Jones.” Folio, cloth gilt. Price 36J. net.

OLD SILVER-WORK, CHIEFLY ENGLISH, FROM THE XVth 
TO THE XVIIIth CENTURIES. A Series of Choice Examples selected from the Unique 
Loan Collection recently exhibited at S. James’ Court in aid of the Funds of the Children’s 
Hospital, Gt. Ormond St., London. Supplemented by some further fine specimens from the 
Collections of the Dukes of Devonshire and Rutland. With Historical and Descriptive Notes 
and an Introductory Essay dealing with the History of the Silversmith’s Art, the Character of the 
Objects illustrated, and the Existence of further similar Objects in the Country. By J. Starkie 
Gardner, F.S.A. Folio, buckram. Price ^5 ^s. net (of which £1 is. will be handed to the 
Funds of the Children’s Hospital). \Tn Active Preparation.

This woik will form a fine folio volume, uniform in size and style with that recently issued by the Burlington Fine Arts Club, to which 
it will form a valuable companion. It will contain 120 plates, on which will be displayed many of the finest and most interesting objects 
shown at this remarkable Exhibition, reproduced in the most effective manner, from photographs specially taken for the purpose.

The edition is limited, and a considetable number of copies were subscribed for during the Exhibition. Some of the subjects illustrated 
will be found chiefly remarkable by reason of their size and splendour, others charm by the beauty of their design and workmanship, and 
others again by reason of their unique historical interest. They include fine instances of Drinking Cups, Porringers, Ewers, Plaques, 
Tankards, Drinking Horns, Wine Coolers, Loving Cups, Dishes, Spoons, Rose-Water Dishes, Flagons, Mounted Jugs, Beakers, etc.

MODERN OPERA HOUSES AND THEATRES. Examples of Play- 
houses Recently Erected in Europe. With Descriptive Accounts, a Treatise on Theatre Planning 
and Construction, and Supplements on Stage Machinery, Theatre Fires, and Protective Legislation. 
By Edwin O. Sachs, Architect. Containing over 200 Large Folio Plates, reproduced in the best 
manner by Photo-lithography, and some 600 Diagrams, interspersed in the 350 pages of Text.

Complete in Three Grand Folio Volumes. Price £1$ 15s. net.

COLONIAL FURNITURE IN AMERICA. By Luke Vincent Lockwood. 
Containing 300 Illustrations, reproduced in artotype and half-tone, from photographs specially 
taken, of typical examples of Chests, Couches, Sofas, Tables, Chairs, Settees, Clocks, Cupboards, 
Sideboards, Mirrors, Chests of Drawers, Bedsteads, Desks, Escritoires, etc. With descriptive 
letterpress, forming a trustworthy guide to the determination of style, date, and authenticity of 
Furniture of this period. A handsome large 4to volume, art linen, price 255. net.

THE DECORATIVE WORK OF ROBERT AND JAMES ADAM. 
Being a Reproduction of all the Plates illustrating Decoration and Furniture from their 
“Works in Architecture,” published 1778—1812. Containing 30 large folio Plates (size 
19 in. x 14 in.), giving about 100 examples of Rooms, Ceilings, Chimney-pieces, Tables, 
Chairs, Vases, Lamps, Mirrors, Pier-glasses, Clocks, etc., etc., by these famous Eighteenth
century Designers. Large folio, handsomely bound in old style. Price 3^- net.

EXAMPLES OF OLD FURNITURE, English and Foreign. Drawn 
and Described by Alfred Ernest Chancellor. Containing 40 Photo-Lithographic Plates 
exhibiting some 100 examples of Elizabethan, Stuart, Queen Anne, Georgian, and Chippendale 
Furniture; and an interesting variety of Continental Work. With Historical and Descriptive 
Notes. Large 4to (15 in. x 11 in.), cloth, gilt. Price £1 5s. Net £1 is.

HEPPLEWHITE’S “ CABINET - MAKER AND UPHOLSTERER’S 
GUIDE ” ; or Repository of Designs for every article of Household Furniture in the newest and 
most approved taste. A complete facsimile reproduction of this rare work, containing nearly 
300 charming designs on 128 Plates. Small folio, bound in speckled cloth, antique style (1794). 
Price £2 iol net. Original copies when met with fetch from £1$ to £18.

DETAILS OF GOTHIC WOOD CARVING OF THE XIVth and 
XVth CENTURIES. By Franklyn A. Crallan. Containing 34 plates, two of which 
are double, reproduced from the full-sized drawings of the author, illustrating some of the finest 
specimens extant. With Descriptive Text, in cloth portfolio, gilt, or bound in cloth. Price £ 1 8r.

FRENCH WOOD CARVINGS FROM THE NATIONAL MUSEUMS. 
A Series of Examples printed in Collotype from Photographs specially taken from the Carvings 
direct. Edited by Eleanor Rowe. Part I. Late 15th and Early 16th Century Examples; 
Part II. 16th Century Work; Part III. 17th and 18 th Centuries. The Three Series Complete, 
each containing 18 large folio Plates, with Descriptive Letterpress, folio, in portfolios, 
price 12L each net, or handsomely half bound in one volume. Price £2 ^s. net.

« This invaluable collection . . . should be possessed by every carver, both professional and amateur. . .• . The plates are on 
so large a scale, and are so clearly produced, that they become equivalent, for the purposes of study, to the original works.”—The Architect..
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THE HISTORIC STYLES OF ORNAMENT. Containing 1,500 examples 

from all countries and all periods, exhibited on 100 Plates, mostly printed in gold and colours. 
With Historical and Descriptive Text translated from the German of H. Dolmetsch. Folio, 
handsomely bound in cloth, gilt. Price 5s. net.

A MANUAL OF HISTORIC ORNAMENT, being an account of the 
Development of Architecture and the Historic Arts, for the use of Students and Craftsmen. By 
Richard Glazier, A.R.I.B.A., Headmaster of the Manchester School of Art. Containing 
500 Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth. Price 51. net.

DECORATIVE FLOWER-STUDIES FOR THE USE OF ARTISTS, 
DESIGNERS, STUDENTS, AND OTHERS. A Series of 40 Coloured Plates, printed in 
Facsimile of the Original Drawings. With upwards of 350 Diagrams illustrating Plant Detail 
and Structure, and Descriptive Notes. By J. Foord. Imperial 4to, cloth gilt. Price 251. net. 

“A truly valuable and beautiful book. ... We have no doubt at all that the book, considered as a whole, is a real gain to all who 
take delight in the decorative representation of flowers.”—The Studio.

“ETUDE DE LA PLANTE, SON APPLICATION AUX INDUSTRIES 
D’ART.” By M. P. Verneuil. Comprising 120 Drawings of Natural Plants and 280 
Conventional Designs evolved from the same, the whole Coloured in imitation of the Original 
Water-Colour Drawings. With Text in French. A handsome quarto volume (size 
14m. x 11 in.), bound in cloth. Price ^2 10j.net. \Just Published.

In this work M. Engine .Grasset, the celebrated French designer, has treated the subject of Plant Form in relation to Design upon a 
practical and rational plan, the aim of the author being to present a concise study of the botanical elements essential to the Designer, and, 
at the same time, to illustrate, by an extensive series of examples, their actual application in the various Industrial Arts.

A HANDBOOK OF ORNAMENT. With 300 Plates, containing about 
3,000 Illustrations of the Elements and Application of Decoration to Objects. By F. S. Meyer, 
Professor at the School of Applied Art, Karlsruhe. Third English Edition, revised by Hugh 
Stannus, F.R.I.B.A. Thick 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top. Price I2J. 6d.

“ A Library, a Museum, an Encyclopaedia, and an Art School in one, . . . The work is practically an epitome of a hundred 
Works on Design.”—The Studio.

A HANDBOOK OF ART SMITHING. For the use of Practical 
Smiths, Designers, and others. By F. S. Meyer, Author of “A Handbook of Ornament.” With 
an Introduction by J. Starkie Gardner. Containing 214 Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth. Price 6s. 

“ A most excellent manual, crowded with examples of ancient work, for the most part extiemely well selected.”—The Studio.

NATURE IN ORNAMENT. By Lewis F. Dav. With 123 full-page 
Plates and 192 Illustrations in the Text. Third Edition (4th Thousand), with a comprehensive 
index. Thick crown 8vo, in handsome cloth binding, richly gilt. Price i2.r. 6d.

“A book more beautiful for its illustrations, or one more helpful to Students of Art, can hardly be imagined." - Queen.

WINDOWS : A BOOK ABOUT STAINED AND PAINTED GLASS.
By Lewis F. Day. A comprehensive account of the Course of the Design and Craftsmanship 
of Glass in Europe, from the Earliest Times to the XVIIIth Century. Second edition, revised, 
containing 50 full-page plates, and upwards of 200 other illustrations in the text, of Historical 
Examples. Medium 8vo, cloth gilt. Price 2IJ. net.

“The book is a masterpiece in its way . . . Amply illustrated and carefully printed, it will long remain the authtnity on its subject.” 
—The Art Journal.

“The illustrations are all good, and some the best black-and-white drawings of stained glass yet produced."— 7he Studio.

ALPHABETS, OLD AND NEW. Containing 150 complete Alphabets, 
30 Series of Numerals, Numerous Facsimiles of Ancient Dates, etc. Selected and arranged 
by Lewis F. Day. Crown 8vo, art linen. Price js. 6d. net.

“Everyone who employs practical lettering will be grateful for ‘ Alphabets, Old and New.”’— The Art Journal.

LETTERING IN ORNAMENT. An Enquiry into the Decorative 
Use of Lettering, Past, Present, and Possible. Containing 2 i 8 pp., with nearly 200 full-page 
and smaller Illustrations of Old and Modern Work, from Photographs of objects and Drawings. 
Crown 8vo, art linen. Price 51. net.

Is uniform in size and style with the Author’s “ Alphabets Old and New,” and is at once a companion and a sequel to it. Hut, 
whereas that dealt only with the forms of letters, this has to do with their use in ornament, and the way they are employed in decoration.

ART IN NEEDLEWORK : A BOOK ABOUT EMBROIDERY. By 
Lewis F. Day and Miss Mary Buckle. Containing 75 full-page plates reproduced from 
photographs, and 28 Illustrations in the text. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, art linen. Price5-r.net.

1 An extiemely valuable book, forming a much-needed addition to the library of needleworkers, and one which will grow in value the 
longer and the more closely it is consulted.”— The Queen.

MR. LEWIS F. DAT'S TEXT-BOOKS ON ORNAMENTAL DESIGN.

SOME PRINCIPLES ON EVERY-DAY ART. Second Edition, revised,
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